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CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION AGENDA 
City Council Work Room, 38 Hawley Street, Binghamton 

Monday October 20, 2014 
 The Work Session begins at 6:00pm. Times for RL(s)/Topics are approximate only and items may be considered earlier or later. 

 
Time Committee Chair RL(s)/Topic Pages Presenter 

6:00pm Finance Berg 
RL 14-152: Transfer in JSTP capital 
project funding for Flow Management 
Project 

13-17 Charlie Pearsall 

6:15pm Finance  Berg RL 14-150: Transfer in the 2014 Water 
Department budget to pay JSTP IPP Bills 8-9 Joe Yannuzzi 

6:30pm Finance Berg 
RL 14-148: Agreement with Ciaschi, 
Dietershagen, Little and Mickelson 
Company LLC for auditing services 

1 Chuck Shager 

6:45pm 

Finance 
 
 

------------------ 
------------------ 

Berg 
 
 

--------------- 
--------------- 

RL 14-149: Suppl. Agreement No. 1 with 
NYSDOT for work on Exchange St. 
Bridge Rehabilitation  
Discussion: Free Bulk Item Disposal 
Discussion: Neighborhood clean-ups 

2-7 
 
 

--------- 
--------- 

Gary Holmes, 
Councilman Papastrat 

7:00pm 

------------------ 
 

------------------ 
 

--------------- 
 

--------------- 
 

Discussion: Review of Traffic Board 
Minutes  
Discussion: Appointment of Planning 
Commission by Council District 

18-20 
 

--------- 
 

Councilman Berg 

7:15pm 

Planning 
 

Finance 
 

------------------ 

Webb 
 

Berg 
 

--------------- 

RL 14-128: Sale of 177 Oak Street to 
John and Alberta Casey 
RL 14-151: $300.00 Donation from 
NYSEG to Binghamton Fire Department 
Discussion: Deputy City Clerk Position 

21-24 
 

10-12 
 

--------- 

Jeremy Pelletier 

7:30pm 

------------------ 
 
 
------------------ 
 
------------------ 
 

--------------- 
 
 

--------------- 
 

--------------- 
 

Discussion: Limiting the number of 
dogs an individual can own in the City 
of Binghamton 
Discussion: Review of proposed 
changes to City Council Salaries 
Discussion: Review of Committee 
Reports & Pending Legislation  

--------- 
 

 
25 

 
--------- 

 

Council President 
Rennia 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Employees Committee: Berg (Chair), Webb, Papastrat 
Potential amendments to residency requirements for City of Binghamton employees.  
 
Municipal & Public Affairs Committee: Motsavage (Chair), Webb, Matzo 
Potential amendments to the City of Binghamton’s noise ordinance regulations.  
 
Public Works/Parks & Recreation Committee: Motsavage (Chair), Berg, Mihalko 
Review the Traffic Signal Removal Study. 
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TRAFFIC BOARD MEETING 998  
Minutes 

Mayor’s Conference Room, 4th Floor, City Hall 
Thursday, September 18, 2014 

 
Call to Order. Called to order at 10:02 a.m. by Jared Kraham, Executive Assistant to the Mayor.  
 
Traffic Board Member Present:  Jared Kraham, Executive Assistant to the Mayor; William Yeager, Assistant Police 
Chief ; Bill Berg, Councilperson, Jonathan W. Yeager, First Deputy Commissioner (in place of Gary Holmes, DPW 
Commissioner) 
 
Traffic Board Members Absent:  Gary Holmes, DPW Commissioner 
 
Also Present:  Katherine Davis, Principal Clerk; Cyndi Paddick, BTMS, Joseph Mihalko, Councilperson; Bernice St. 
Clair, Street Superintendent, DPW 
 
Approval of Minutes.  Request to approve the minutes from Traffic Board Meeting 997, held on Thursday, August 
21, 2014. 
Held until October meeting due to absence of members who were present at the August meeting. 
 

ITEMS CONSIDERED 
 

Washington Street and Hawley Street. Intersection pedestrian walk light. Gary Holmes and Traffic absent. Hold 
until Thursday, October 16, 2014. 
 
Back-in Parking on Court Street.  Mr. Kraham reported that he will meet with Mr. Holmes in Engineering to make 
sure these parking spaces are accessible for handicapped parking spots on Court Street and report back at the 
September meeting. Gary Holmes absent. Hold until Thursday, October 16, 2014. 
 
Chenango and West State Streets.  Ms. Paddick reported that they did a walking audit on various streets and 
found that there were problems at this location. Amelia LaDolce from The United Way would like to set up 
another walking audit and involve people from the Traffic Board as well as Police.  It will be on Wed, Oct 1st at 
1:30.  Everyone will meet at the McDonald’s on State Street parking lot.  Ms. Paddick will send out an invite to 
everyone that should be involved.  She will report back at the October meeting. 

Leroy and Front Streets Traffic Light.  Hold and re-evaluate for January.  Hold until January 2015 meeting. 

351 Front Street.  At the August Traffic Board meeting, Ms. McCullen presented the applicant’s proposal for 
constructing an addition to the existing building which is currently operating a towing, auto repair and car rental 
business.  Trucks will have to back into the facility on Franklin. There is potential for extra noise due to the extra 
amount of trucks coming and going. At today’s meeting, Mr. Martinez reported that company removed the 
parking on the east side of the lot to allow for trucks to park and move around.  They need Traffic Board approval 
for an 80 foot curb cut variance. Mr. Kraham suggested a weight limit sign on Franklin Street and Mr. Correll 
suggested that a “Local Truck Traffic Only” sign be installed as well.  Motion for approval of an 80 foot curb cut 
variance on Franklin Street was approved at August meeting.  Hold until Thursday, October 16, 2014. 
 
 
 
Holiday Inn-Downtown Trailblazer sign.  The Holiday Inn requested directional signage be posted near Prospect 
Street.   Assistant Chief Yeager reported that Traffic went out and their findings were: 
 

The Traffic Division, in following up on a July 17, 2014 Traffic Board Meeting request from Robert Green, General 
Manager, Holiday Inn Arena Hotel 2-8 Hawley St. regarding posting of two directional signs for guest exiting 
Route 17 at Front Street to that location, was in contact Loraine Arrow, Real Estate Officer, NYS DOT, Region 9. 
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Mr. Green was originally advised that he needed the City of Binghamton’s approval for such signage as it was on 
a city street. This information appeared inaccurate as Front Street is a NYS, Route, 11; highway and Two Rivers 
Hotel already had a NYS trail blazer sign posted on it for directions to their location. 
 
After securing and completing the proper paper work again, Holiday Inn- Arena trail blazer signs were approved 
NYS DOT for the following two original locations: 
 
NYS Route 17 east exit 72 on to Route 11 directing motorist south. 225 Front Street directing motorist south. (The 
second location would be a shared posting with Two Rivers Hotel logo on a NYS blue and white informational 
background signage.  However, Holiday Inn requested a third sign to their request adjacent and in front of the 
Two Rivers Hotel. This may be due to the fact that Two Rivers Hotel posting at 225 Front Street did indicate a left 
turn arrow ahead, next to its logo. 
 
This location of the third sign would require City approval as it is on a city street without a state route sharing its 
passage. The Traffic Division would recommend that the Traffic Board deny this location request as an 
inappropriate and competitive. It would however suggest that a more appropriate location be on the west side of 
Front Street in advance of Court Street, south bound, with a left turn arrow indicated next to its logo on the state 
information sign and that a straight ahead arrow be placed next to its logo on the state information sign at 225 
Front Street after approval from NYS DOT.           
 
Due Traffic’s absence, hold until Thursday, October 16, 2014. 

 
100 Chenango Place.   Ms. Paddick reported that there should be a more visible sign placed at this location and 
the crosswalks should be painted so they are more visible as well. Traffic is absent. Hold until Thursday, October 
16, 2014. 
 
Chenango Street and Eldridge Street Intersection. A large building on the west side of Eldridge Street makes it 
very difficult for motorists to see oncoming traffic from the north side.  A request was made to install a “No Turn 
on Red” sign at this corner to avoid any potential accidents.  Mr. Kraham reported that he personally noticed this 
safety hazard and suggests that Traffic look into matter.  Traffic will look into this matter and see if there have 
been any accidents at this intersection.  Hold until Thursday, October 16, 2014. 
 
Beethoven Street and Leroy Street Accidents. Mr. Kraham suggested that after the Riverside Drive construction 
is completed, Traffic Board should look at this intersection again. Hold until January 2015 meeting. 
 
1200 Vestal Avenue. Mr. Kraham reported that Mr. George Kermidas of 1200 Vestal Ave. has requested a curb 
cut at the property. 
 
Motion for curb cut at 1200 Vestal Avenue. 
 
Moved by J. Yeager, seconded by Berg 
Motion carried. (Vote 4-0-1) 
Ayes: Kraham, Berg, J. Yeager, W. Yeager 
Nays: None 
Absent: Holmes 
22 Hayes Street.   Request by Mr. Murie Morgan to have a dead bush removed from the property next to his. It 
bush is blocking the sidewalk causing pedestrians to have to walk in the road to get to the other side of the 
walkway. Ms. Paddick reported that Traffic is concerned because the sidewalk abruptly ends. Mr. Kraham will 
send to Code to see if the bush is overgrown and to DPW about the curb ending.  Traffic absent.  Hold until 
Thursday, October 16, 2014.  
 
Arena curb cut.  Mr. J. Yeager reported that he would like to get permission to put a curb cut (a long driveway) 
along the back side of the Arena. Currently, hockey management, some players, and some Arena employees 
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utilize the area along the back of the building for parking, but have to do so by driving over a curb to park, and 
then backing back down over it when leaving. 

Motion for curb cut on Susquehanna side of the Arena. 

Moved by Berg, seconded by W. Yeager 
Motion carried. (Vote 3-0-1) 
Ayes: Kraham, Berg, W. Yeager 
Nays: None 
Absent: Holmes 
 
Front Street and Main Street Corner.  Ms. Leslie Dahlgren posed a safety issue at the corner of Front and Main.  
There are three lanes approaching the Court Street Bridge, but there is no left turn arrow.  She claims there are 
numerous “close-calls” due to confusion by drivers as to who has the right of way.  People start to make their 
turn, while other cars continue going straight toward JC.  It looks like there was an arrow there at one point, but 
it’s been covered over with a black shroud.   DPW will look into this further.???? 

200 S. Washington.  Mr. Berg is concerned about the deer crossing in this area.  Mr. J Yeager will look into 
matter. Hold until Thursday, October 16, 2014.  
 
Greenway Crossing-Court Street.  Crossing from greenway on North side to South side, Ms. Paddick has reported 
that the issue has come up again because there is nowhere to cross the side safely.  Item will be added to 
October  agenda. 
 
Adjournment. Motion to adjourn at 10:47a.m. 
Moved by Berg, seconded by W. Yeager 
Motion carried. (Vote 4-0-1) 
Ayes: Kraham, Berg, J. Yeager, W. Yeager 
Nays: None 
Absent: Holmes 
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§ 26-12. Annual salary. [Amended by L.L. No. 4-1990] 
From January 1, 2016, through December 31, 2019, the annual salary of each of the members of the 
Common Council of the City of Binghamton shall be as follows: 
 
2016 - $8,500 
2017 - $9,000 
2018 - $9,500 
2019 - $10,000 

In the absence of further legislation amending said annual salaries, starting January 1, 2020, the annual salary 
shall be increased by the average upstate New York consumer price index (CPI) as determined by the U.S. 
Department of Labor for the preceding twelve (12) month average as of October 1.   
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